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What 
options are 
there after 

school?? 

Gap Year 

/ Deferral 
FÁS/SOLAS 

Apprenticeship 

Work 

European or 
American 

Universities 

Level 8 
Honours 

Degree in a 
college or 
university 

Level 7/6 
Ordinary 

Level 
Degree / 

Higher 
Certificate 

-  ITs 

PLC 
Colleges. eg. 
OõFiaich 

UCAS 

Defence 
Forces 

Private 
Colleges 





¾Classes & individual appointments with 

Guidance Counsellor 

¾www.qualifax.ie  

 

¾Subject teacher spoke to students in their 

class about their subject  

 

¾TYs ð Careers project & work experience  

 



5 

1. Matriculation  - 

Minimum Entry    

Requirements 
 

 

 

2. Specific Entry 

Requirements 

(may also involve 

interviews, 

portfolios etc)  
 

 

 

3. Points 

 



¾Points are allocated for the six best grades  

¾Grades must be achieved in one sitting of the 
Leaving Certificate  

¾Entry to a course will be granted to those who  

  have highest points  

¾Colleges do not set the points  

¾The points reflect: the results of the student  

   and the number of places available in the  

   college in that year  

 



¾Information regarding entry to Third level 

subject requirements is subject to 

change. 

¾It is for advisory purposes only. 

¾Itõs the responsibility  of all students and 

parents to check the up to date subject 

requirements for the courses and colleges 

they hope to attend.  

 



 
¾If born outside ROI you are eligible for an 

exemption from Irish for NUI colleges and 
Irish can then be used as the Third Language. 
 

¾ In this case Irish or Lithuanian or Polish etc. 
satisfies the second language requirement . 
 

¾In NCAD art satisfies as a  3rd language. 
 

¾UCD, UCC and NUI Galway do not require a 
3rd language for Nursing.  
 



¾Maynooth University - CHANGE 
IN THIRD LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT FOR 
BUSINESS, ACCOUNTING, FINANCE AND LAW 
DEGREE PROGRAMMES 

 

¾Will other NUIs follow suit?  

 

¾UCC, NUIG, UCD, MU (Formerly NUIM) 

   These universities do not require a 3 rd 
language for Engineering & some Science 
programmes. 

 

 

 



¾ If a student has a specific learning difficulty i.e. 

dyslexia they may be able to get an exemption from 

Irish and a foreign language for entry to NUI 

Colleges. They must have the difficulty identified in 

a properly performed full psychological assessment 

by a fully qualified psychologist.  

¾They must apply to the NUI in Leaving Cert Year for 

the exemption. They do this by sending an up to 

date report to the NUI.( For 2017 the report  can 

date from any time after 1 st February 2014.) 

¾For language exemptions contact admissions of the 

colleges.  

 

 

 



¾For many British Colleges all three science 

subjects are needed for:  

 Medicine, Veterinary  and Dentistry  

¾ In colleges in the Republic, Chemistry is 

compulsory for some Medicine courses and 

Human Nutrition.  



¾Medicine and other medical courses like nursing, 
physiotherapy, radiography, etc  

 

¾Beauty Therapy Courses and for Hairdressing. 

 

¾Engineering, computing,  

 

¾Primary Teaching in the UK requires a Science. 

 

¾For Medicine, Dentistry, and Veterinary, three 
Sciences are needed in some UK Universities. 

 

 



1. History 

2. Geography 

3. Physics(must have Junior Cert 
Science) 

4. BIOLOGY(must have Junior Cert 
Science) 

5. Chemistry(must have Junior Cert 
Science) 

6. Accounting 

7. Home Economics (must 
have to Junior Cert)  

8. French (must have to Junior Cert)  

9. German (must have to Junior 
Cert) 

10. Communication 
Graphics  

           (must have to Junior Cert)  

10. Construction Studies 

     (must have to Junior Cert)  

10. Art  (must have to Junior Cert)  

11. Music 

12. Business 

13. Economics 

14. Agricultural  

     Science 

 



¾What is involved with each subject?  

 

 

 



Art is a requirement for  

Architecture in some third level  
colleges in the Republic and Britain  

 

¾History of Art  

 

¾For the National College of Art and 
Design it replaces the NUI third 
language requirement  
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¾Music for Leaving Certificate involves a 

combination of skills, including: performance, 

listening and composition. Candidates at 

higher level may do 50% of their overall exam 

as a practical.  

¾Whether you perform with a band, take piano 

lessons or sing: music gives students the 

freedom to express themselves artistically. The 

key to music is practice, enjoyment and 

appreciation .  



VHigher level Irish is essential for  

   Primary teacher in Republic of 

Ireland (Minimum H5) 

 

 

 



¾A subject that is a practical and vocationally 

oriented course that introduces students in 

simple logical steps to the world of business. 

¾  Business aims to create an awareness of the 

importance of enterprise.  

¾Teaching, Insurance, Stock Exchange, 

Entrepreneur etc  



¾  Suits the organized, methodical person who 

likes definite answers and has an interest in 

working with figures  

 

¾  Students considering a career in 

accountancy are recommended to study it.  

 

¾  Accountancy is a major component of all 

Business Studies courses.  



¾Economics is a great link subject. It is 

relevant to business, journalism, politics, 

sociology, geography, history, media.  

¾An integral and very important component of 

Business Courses.  

¾Economics is a component of many other 

courses including European Studies, Arts, 

Law, Politics, Journalism. 



¾Home Economics is an applied subject 
combining theory and practice  

¾Three core sections - Food Studies-45% Resource 
Management and Consumer Studies-25%,Social 
Studies-10%. 

¾Three Electives ð One to be chosen Home Design 
And Management -Textiles, Fashion and Design, 
Social Studies  

¾  Assessment ðPracticals-20% - Completed in 5 th 
Year and sent away in November LCY. 

¾Food and Culinary Arts, Food Science, Nutrition, 
Hotel and Catering Management, Chef, Interior 
Design, Fashion Design, Product Development.  



¾Construction Studies is the study of the 

construction of buildings and materials and 

why/how they are made the way they are.  

 

¾A practical course: Project - 25% Practical - 25% 

Written 50%  

 

¾  Engineering, Construction Industry, Interior 

Design, Architecture, Quantity Surveyor, Trades  



¾Late Modern(1815-1993) 

¾Not a required subject for any specific courses  

¾Good preparation for third level as it trains you in 
extracting relevant facts and presenting them  

¾Could be helpful for careers in area such as 
journalism or law  

¾Written examination paper (80%). Essay style 
questions.  

¾Research topics (20%): 1,500 words or 4 typed 

pages on an area of history which interests you. It 

is submitted in April of your exam year.  

 


