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My Intention for this Evening:  

uApplicants Responsibilities- using guidance 
resources.  

uGeneral points regarding the CAO. 

uEntry Requirements and the Points System. 

uMaking an application.  

uHow places are allocated by CAO. 

uAfter submitting the application.  

uOther Options.  

uHEAR: Higher Education Access Route. 

uDARE: Disability Access Route to Education. 

 

 
 



It is the applicants  responsibility to:  

uResearch thoroughly all the courses for which 
he/she is making application.  

 

uBe ôau faitõ with all aspects of the  application 
system used (CAO) for these courses, i.e., 
procedures, dates, fees, rules, etc...  



Students- Researching appropriate 

Courses that will interest them.  

uHigher Options in September 

uWeekly careers classes- 40 mins to plan, research 
and evaluate courses  

uThird Level Open Days- A must! 

uThird Level Prospectus  

uUniversity/College websites  

uTalk to Family/ Friends/ Work Shadow if possible   

uGuest Speakers from universities/colleges  

u Individual consultations with Guidance Counsellor- 
one to one appointments  

 



New Points System- Pick Your Best Six 

Results ! 



Useful Resources 
To assist with course research / application  

Publications 

u College Prospectuses ð 2018 Entry 

u CAO Handbook 2018 

u University/College websites ð go to open days! 

Newspapers 

u The Irish Times  

ü Tuesdays -Education Section- Brian Mooney  

u The Irish Independent  

üWednesday- Careers Articles ð Aoife Walsh 

 



On line Resources 

uQualifax  

uCareers Portal 

uAllow students/ parents to check 
points, entry requirements, summary 
of course, career progression, Youtube 
clips of students studying the course, 
Level of courses etc.  

 



Careers Portal- Checking Courses with 

your Son/ Daughter  



HomePage 















ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

These must be satisfied before òpointsó are 

considered  

Minimum Entry Requirements  
E.g. UCD 

 Pass 6 subjects 
 At least 2 H5õs 
 Pass in: 

*Irish 
* English 
* Another Language 
* Mathematics* 
* Science Subject* 

Specific Subject 
Requirements  

E.g.s 

Engineering(UCD) 

u H4 Maths 

Veterinary Medicine(UCD) 

u H5 Chemistry 

French Law(UCD) 

u H4 French 

If all Entry Requirements are met Ą applicant is deemed 

óQualifiedô to apply. 





CAO ð General Info.  

u There are 3 types of courses students can apply for under the Nat. 
Qualifications Framework . 

u These are applied for on 2 separate lists on a single form : 

 

 

 

 

 

u The courses are clearly labelled in the CAO Handbook 

u N.B. ð Care must be taken with courses marked ôRestrictedõ.   

u These courses cannot be applied for after February 1 st due to extra 
assessments required. 

 

 

http://www.nfq.ie/nfq/en/TheFramework/DiagramTheNationalFrameworkofQualifications/larger/
http://www.nfq.ie/nfq/en/TheFramework/DiagramTheNationalFrameworkofQualifications/larger/


QQI- Quality Qualifications Ireland - 

Levels of Courses 


